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Cincinnati, Ohio, and | had a chance to
visit with Alanna. | asked her, ‘“What
do you think about the president’s pro-
posal?’”’ She said, ‘“Well, dad, right now
my class size is 25. If it were reduced to
18, 1 could be a better teacher. | could
spend more time with the 5 or 6 Kids in
my class who really need help.”’

Mr. Speaker, | would urge my Repub-
lican colleagues, instead of blindly op-
posing this very important proposal by
the President to reduce class size from
25 to 18, get out and talk to some pub-
lic school teachers and find out what is
really going on in the real world.

THE BIRTH DEFECTS PREVENTION
ACT

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, in spite of
the fact that the United States has the
most advanced health care system in
the world, 3 percent of our children are
born with birth defects. Approximately
150,000 babies are born each year in this
country with a serious birth defect.

Although some birth defects are
minor and have no permanent con-
sequences, others cause permanent dis-
ability, which necessitates constant
medical care, special education and
other services that cost victims and
their families countless tears and thou-
sands of dollars each year. All too
often serious birth defects result in
death. In fact, birth defects are the
leading cause of infant death in Amer-
ica today.

Next week, the House will consider
legislation that could dramatically re-
duce the incidence of birth defects in
America. The Birth Defects Prevention
Act, sponsored by Senator KIT BOND
and passed by the Senate last year,
would direct the Centers for Disease
Control to serve as the national clear-
inghouse for the collection and storage
of data on birth defects, help states es-
tablish birth defect surveillance pro-
grams or improve existing ones, and
make grants available to the public
and nonprofit organizations to develop
and implement birth defect prevention
strategies.

SUPPORT EDUCATION FOR A MOD-
ERN WORKFORCE: OPPOSE
VOUCHERS

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
there is nothing more important than
giving every child a chance for good
education. Our economy is changing
and technology is more important than
ever. We must prepare our students to
compete in a growing, global economy.
That is why Democrats want to
strengthen our public schools, build
and renovate more than 5,000 schools,
reduce the class size to 18, hire over
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100,000 teachers, and ensure that every
child has a chance to get ahead in our
society.

What do Republicans propose? Just
yesterday the majority leader came to
this floor and suggested draining funds
from our public schools for private
school vouchers. This plan would weak-
en our public schools; it would help the
few and deprive the many. That is the
Republican plan. It is not right, it is
not fair to the majority of our stu-
dents, it is the wrong road to travel.

Mr. Speaker, we must support strong
public schools for every student in
America.

A BUDGET DEAL IS A DEAL

(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, back
home we say a deal is a deal and a bar-
gain is a bargain. A farmer back in
Minnesota described our deficit di-
lemma best when he said the problem
is not that we are not sending enough
money into Washington; the problem is
that Washington spends it faster than
we can send it in. In other words, “It is
spending, stupid.”

When | came to Washington, the Con-
gressional Budget Office was predicting
$200 billion deficits for as far as the eye
could see, well into the next millen-
nium. Well, since | came to Washing-
ton, we have eliminated over 300 pro-
grams, reformed welfare and dramati-
cally cut the growth of spending here
in Washington. As a result, the Federal
budget is balanced today.

Last August we set tough spending
caps. Now the President wants to re-
nege.

This is what the President is rec-
ommending. The blue line represents
what we agreed to spend in our spend-
ing caps. Now the President wants to
exceed those by $69 billion.

Mr. Speaker, a deal is a deal. Keep
faith with the caps. Let us pay down
some of the debt, and slow down the
Washington spending machine.

INCREASING FAIRNESS IN
INTERNATIONAL TRADE

(Mr. BERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to urge my colleagues’ support
for legislation | will introduce this
afternoon to increase fairness in inter-
national trade.

As my record shows, | am a strong
supporter of fair trade and expanding
markets for American products. Re-
gardless of whether we vote to use
more American money to replenish the
IMF accounts, we already are the larg-
est contributor to the fund. As such, it
is our obligation to speak up for what
is right.
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My bill is focused on what the Asians
should do to help themselves by up-
holding their trade reform commit-
ments and ensuring fair trade. We need
to take responsibility as world leader
in trade and democracy.

This bill would use our voice and
vote in the international finance insti-
tutions to insist that promised market
opening reforms are carried out in
Asia. 1 urge my colleagues to support
the Asian Trade Reform and Implemen-
tation Act, it would send a strong mes-
sage to Asia: Open your doors to U.S.
products.

THE SITUATION IN KOSOVA

(Mrs. KELLY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, democ-
racy is struggling to take root in
Kosova despite the continued pattern
of Serb violence against the ethnic Al-
banian population. Parliamentary and
presidential elections are scheduled to
be taken in Kosova on March 22. This
will be the first general election this
volatile region has had since 1992 and it
represents a landmark event for the 90
percent Albanian population in Kosova
in their struggle for freedom and inde-
pendence.

Today we are just hearing reports of
artillery shelling and aerial bombing of
villages, part of a continuing pattern of
violence against the ethnic Albanian
population by the Serbs. This must
stop. | call upon President Clinton to
initiate strong measures, including
tougher sanctions against the Belgrade
government of President Milosevic.
For the sake of the ethnic Albanian
people in Kosova and a lasting peace in
this troubled region, we cannot allow
this violence to continue.

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS COM-
MITTED TO FISCAL RESPON-
SIBILITY

(Mr. ADAM SMITH of Washington
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. ADAM SMITH of Washington.
Mr. Speaker, the most recent estimates
show that we are actually going to
have a budget surplus for fiscal year
1998 if all continues to go well this
year.

I rise to make a couple of comments
about that. First of all, I think we can
all be proud of that accomplishment. It
was just 5 years ago that the deficit
was $300 billion and climbing, with no
end in sight. It was depressing to look
as the interest on the debt rose to the
point where we felt we would never get
out of that hole. Now we are starting
to make progress and can be proud of
that.

| feel that both parties can have
some degree of credit for that accom-
plishment. But as a Democrat, | am
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